
Ken Purcell | UNION 314 | 12:00—1:00  
HELPING THEM FIND THEIR PASSION  

TEXAS---horses, cattle, football and Fox 

Sports. Coach Ken Purcell has lived it 

all! After spending 41 years in Texas 

High School Football, he retired with 

"12 State Championship Rings"! Be pre-

pared to be motivated as he shares the 

"basic principles" behind all of those 

"Championships"!  

Conference Website & Surveys 

 

Visit our webpage! 

http://www.ntxccc.org/events/university-
counselor-advisor-network-conference 

Scan this code for the overall conference survey 

(www.tinyurl.com/ucanconference) 

Scan this code for the individual session survey 

(www.tinyurl.com/emergesessions)         



#FIRSTGENPROBS 

CRYSTAL ROSE | RANGER COLLEGE | 10:30-11:20 

First generation college students are hard working and determined; yet unsure and 
anxious. They need support, but lack the skills to reach out. How can your advising 
office help? 

Concurrent Sessions, UNION 381 

Concurrent Sessions, UNION 382B 

Concurrent Sessions, UNION 385 
MAJOR EXPLORERS: THE ART OF ADVISING UNDECIDED FRESHMAN 

 PHILIP AGUINAGA, KATIE KROH, KRISTIN RINGE, MISSY EENIGENBURG,  

JOHN BELLON, JOEL JACKSON | 9:30-10:20  

Come and hear about the different types of freshmen undecided students, how UNT is 
addressing their concerns and see what resources we use to work with this special 
group of students. 

IF YOU KNEW BETTER YOU WOULD DO BETTER 
MARDREANA REED | UNT HEALTH PROFESSIONS | 1:40-2:30 

Assessing health professional education; how to adequately prepare students for their 
journey to graduate school. 

INITIATIVES FOR STUDENT SUCCESS: RESIDENCE LIFE AT UNT  
LINDSEY FIELDS | UNT HOUSING | 9:30-10:20  

Learn more about the student experience, organizational structure, programs and 
targeted initiatives in on-campus housing at UNT. We hope you will gain ideas on how 
you can get more connected with our residents. 

DEFINING YOUR PERSONAL ADVISING PHILOSOPHY IN THREE LITTLE WORDS 
ANA WHITE | UNT COLLEGE OF MUSIC | 1:40-2:30 

Participants will begin to formulate their own personal guiding philosophy of advising. 

“ICEBERG, DEAD AHEAD!” ALTERNATIVE PLANS FOR DROWNING AND RELUCTANT STUDENTS  
TODD LANG | UNT HEALTH PROFESSIONS | 2:40-3:30 

This seminar will teach advisors how to counsel students who are not competitive for 
their future career goals. Advisors will come away with a lens through which to view 
the student, and how to create solutions with such lens. 

SAY WHAT? BEST PRACTICES FOR ADVISING ESL STUDENTS & FAMILIES   

SARAH ROMACK | UNT COLLEGE OF SCIENCE | 10:30-11:20 

Ensure that prospective and current students/families feel confident as they navigate 
their college experience by utilizing these practical, effective tools with speakers of 
other languages. 

UNT COLLEGE OF EDUCATION: TEACHING AND MORE! 
NOLA MOUDRY, PHILIPPE BECERRA, JOHN BELLON, RENEE FOSTER, GWENN PASCO | 2:40-3:30  

The discussion will include the variety of majors available, and suggestions to aid in a 
smooth transition for students who want to transfer. 

EMERGE: GUIDELINES FOR ADVISORS OF PRE-HEALTH PROFESSIONS STUDENTS 
DEBRAH BECK | UNT HEALTH PROFESSIONS | 9:30-10:20 

The goal of this presentation is to inform advisors of pre-health professions students of 
ways to help students reach their goals of being a good applicant to medical, dental 
and other professional schools.  

SAP AND STUDENT SUCCESS: KNOW YOUR ROLE 
TIFFANY O’NEAL, DENA GUZEMAN-TORRES, PAYTON BIRLEW 

UNT FINANCIAL AID & SCHOLARSHIPS | 10:30-11:20 

We will review procedures of Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) needed for aca-
demic advisors to best support students, improve advisor understanding of the role 
SAP plays in student retention efforts, and its effect on transfer students. 

BEYOND THE MAJOR: PARTNERING WITH CAREER ADVISING AND GETTING STUDENTS TO FOCUS ON MARKETABLE SKILLS 

TARA LEWIS, NORA HERNANDEZ | UT DALLAS | 1:40-2:30 

This session will explore how to translate what students are learning into marketable 
skills, how to approach common student academic/career issues, and ways to partner 
to engage students. 

KNOWING YOUR STUDENTS; MAKING GREAT REFERRALS TO MUTLI-DISCIPLINARY MAJORS 
SUSAN MCCUTCHEON, SHERRY GRANT, LAURIE CARROLL | UNT CLASS | 2:40-3:30 

When it comes to multi-disciplinary majors (like Integrative Studies or Social Science) 
what skills help you make encouraging & empowering referrals to students who need 
a flexible major?   

Concurrent Sessions, UNION 314 (Ballroom) 
BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS THROUGH EMPATHY 

COURTNEY JAIMES, DESIRE DEMANGE | NORTH TEXAS CENTRAL COLLEGE | 9:30-10:20  

When confronted with challenging students, we can get derailed by quick judgments 
and perceptions. Learn to strengthen interactions through empathy to better assess and 
navigate challenging situations.   

ADVISING TRAUMA: CREATING MORE TRIUMPH AND LESS TRIGGERING  
TICILY MEDLEY | TARRANT COUNTY COLLEGE | 1:40-2:30 

Some advising processes have a traumatic impact on students. This session will explore 
the trauma of advising and examine processes that involve less triggering and more 
academic success. 

PROACTIVE COACHING MODEL TO INCREASE STUDENT RETENTION  
REBEKAH SANCHEZ, SUSAN SVANE, MARIA VILLAMATER | NORTH TEXAS CENTRAL COLLECE | 2:40-3:30  

Student-coach mentors will role-play the difference between routine advising sessions 
and coaching sessions, highlighting distinctions throughout and providing tools for audi-
ence members to immediately implement.  

STUDENT SELF-ASSESSMENTS: A BRIDGE TO DEVELOPING GROWTH MINDSET  
CHRISTINA GOTTARDI, MACKENZIE REITER | NORTH TEXAS CENTRAL COLLEGE | 10:30-11:20 

Empower students to be proactive through self-assessments! Come learn how to navi-
gate conversations focused on identifying a student’s strengths and opportunities for 
improvement. 


